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KIRTLAND AFB, N.M.- Michelle Hedrick, a safety and
environmental engineer at the Directed Energy Directorate
was named the Environmental Safety and Occupational Health
Professional of the Year for the Air Force Research
Laboratory’s 10 nationwide facilities.

Hedrick was recognized for her contributions and leader-
ship that resulted in savings of approximately $2.4 million.
Additionally, she was honored for numerous recommenda-
tions to improve safety and health conditions at the Kirtland
Air Force Base directorate site and outlying locations.

“Her aggressive leadership of the six-person safety and
environmental team at the directorate resulted in tremendous
returns for the directorate, the Air Force Research Laboratory
and the Air Force,” said Dr. Thomas E. Bretz Jr., chief, Safety,
Security and Facilities Branch.

The west side Albuquerque native recommended alternative
fire and safety protection measures at a high-power micro-
wave laboratory. This resulted in savings of $2.4 million.
Major fire and safety deficiencies were discovered during an
inspection of the 60,000 square-foot facility in the Manzano
Mountains.  Original estimates to correct the findings were
$2.7 million while her recommendations cost only $300,000.

Hedrick provided critical safety and environmental guid-
ance and compliance procedures during the September 1
transfer of the Maui Space Surveillance Complex, Hawaii, from
Air Force Space Command to Air Force Material Command.
The Cibola High School graduate had a major role in planning
and establishing safety, environmental, and health standards
during the transfer of the nine building, $31 million complex,
according to her nomination.

The 15-year federal employee used ground shock and
overpressure data from explosive ordinance detonations to
implement procedures. These procedures greatly reduced
their effects on the Starfire Optical Range’s sensitive equip-
ment and optics.

She conducted a detailed safety analysis of the
directorate’s Geo Light Imaging National Testbed, which
resulted in its favorable siting at the White Sands Missile
Range.

Hedrick and her staff conduct more than 120 environmental
and safety inspections annually.  They also review and
conduct a risk analysis of approximately 105 laboratory
experiments yearly.

She holds a bachelor of science degree in mechanical
engineering from the University of New Mexico (UNM), a
master’s degree in industrial engineering from New Mexico
State University, and an environmental management certifi-
cate from UNM.

Hedrick will receive the award at the laboratory’s head-
quarters workshop in April.  She and her team were also
nominated for the Air Force Research Laboratory’s mission
support teamwork award. @

DE’s Hedrick named as AFRL Professional of the Year

KIRTLAND ENGINEER EARNS HONORS --- DE’s
safety and environmental engineer Michelle Hedrick,
right, and Andy Duran inspect hazardous waste
containers fro compliance with federal and state
regulations. Hedrick was recently named Environ-
mental Safety and Occupational Health Professional
of the Year for AFRL.
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